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Our aim is to improve the 
lives of people in the UK by 
connecting investment to 
charities and social 
enterprises that are creating 
social change.

Glasgow Together



OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL 
INVESTMENT



WHAT IS SOCIAL INVESTMENT?

Social investment is repayable finance for charities and 
social enterprises that targets both financial and social 
returns for investors.
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ANOTHER TOOL
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Finance
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To build innovation, growth and sustainability5



EARLY CONSIDERATIONS

What do you need 

investment for?

Is there an income 

stream with a 

surplus?

What social impact 

will you create?

Buy an asset

Maintain cash flow

Kickstart 

your business

To grow and innovate

Government contract

Rental income

Membership fees

Donations

Trading
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TYPES OF SOCIAL INVESTMENT

1. Borrowing

Taking out a loan which you agree to 

repay over a set period of time. Most 

debt investments are paid back with 

interest - a fee you pay to the investor 

for the use of their money. 

E.g. an investor loans your 

organisation £10,000 and you repay a 

total of £11,000 at £229 per month over 

4 years.

2. Shares

Selling shares in your organisation to an 

investor. Equity investors receive a 

share of any profits paid out by the 

organisation and get to have a say in 

how the organisation is run. 

E.g. an investor pays £10,000 to own 

10% of your organisation.

There are two main types of social investment



WHO ARE SOCIAL INVESTORS?

Philanthropy
Traditional 

Investment

Trusts and 

Foundations

Individual 
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Social 
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Social 
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Funding growth 

Funding innovation

& sharing risk

Supporting resilience 

Why are organisations tackling poverty using social 

investment?



Website for charities & social 
enterprises to help them 
navigate social investment

Funded by

In partnership with

Collaborative project between 
organisations committed to 
improving access to information 
on investment & finance for 
charities & social enterprises

www.goodfinance.org.uk

Good Finance is helping navigation




